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The Markandeya Parana is one of the most interesting and important and probably one of the oldest among the Puranas. It gives an elaborate account of creation and deluge. It is not sectarian in spirit. The Vedic gods Agni, Surya, Vayu etc.. play a prominent part in this epic, which contains many myths especially about the Sun-god, The theology <if this Purana has a greater resemblance to the theology of the Vedas than to that of the later ages. Therefore it must be of a more ancient date than many other works of this class. Prof. Winternitz is of the opinion that the genuine portions of this Purana may be assigned to the third century A. D-
Narada Purana: In this the sages Sanaka and others expound to Narada the doctrine of devotion to Vishnu with numerous illustrative legends.
The Bhavishya Puraea as tbe title suggests, aims at giving prophetic accounts of the future ages and contains a great mass of description of religious and propitiatory rituals; especially those advocating the worship of Surya, Agni and the Nagas.
The Brahmavaivarta Purana derives its name from the theory that the whole creation of the Universe is a * Vivarta' or transformation of .Brahma, the Supreme Being. The Brahma khanda, the first section deals with the creation of the world by Brahma; the next section, the Prdkriti khanda, describes the manifestation, of Prakriti as Durga, Lakshmi, Sarasvati and Radha ; the third section, the Ganesa khanda, speaks of the legends of Ganssa and tbe -last portion*